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Vermont has developed a somewhat ambitious and achievable reform agenda that bullds on progress to date,
The state will build on effective parinerships across state and local agencies, private sector, and state
organizations and current and recently passed legislation to support Early Childhood Education. The application
will improve the quality of Early Learning and Development Programs by expanding effective programs and
practices throughout the state. Vermon currently has a five-level TQRIS, Early Leaming and Development
Standards for preschool-aged children, and a Kindergarten Entry Assessment. The plan proposes to build on
existing standards to develop an aligned set of standards from birth - five year of age and to develop 2 set of
family engagement standards. The application has a Workforce Knowledge and Competency Framework and
discusses current and new sirategies lo support providers in improving their knowledge and skills. The state will
merge several disparate data colleclion systems into a uniform, stalewide longitudinal data system with oversight
provided by an Early Childhood Data Governance Councll. The application builds in sustainability of the program
through legislative changes or changes o funding streams afier the grant period has ended. The proposed
agenda is likely to increase the number of Children with High Needs in high quality programs that are able to enter
Kindergarten ready to success. However, goatls thal are more ambitious could have been proposed which would
have resulted in even higher numbers of Children with High Needs entering Kindergarten ready 1o leam.
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development programs, this applicant presents strong rationate for why and evidence for how these programs will
be expanded to reach more children and their famities. ~Second, this applicant provides evidence of their
significant history and leadership in addressing the problem of iransitioning children with high needs between
programs, which matches 1o their proposed strategies. —Third, this applicant appears to prioritize streamlining
their assessments and creating a component of care coordination for children with high needs as illustrated by
Goals 7.2-7.4, which are all aimed at having specific populations (i.e., health care providers and their community
pantners, and early educators). —Last, one of the main goals of this applicant's plan to address the healith,
behavioral, and developmental needs of children with high needs is 1o enhance the capacity of the children’s
integrated services {CIS), a successfully established single-point-of-entry holistic health system that {argets
children, prenatally through 8 years of age In the state. Although, the inclusion of health and safely does not
Infiltrate the entire state plan, it does illusirate a minimum priority.
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